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“Would I?”
Pioneers of Clark County

~1830-1950
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This is a history learning unit for 3-6 
graders regarding history of Clark 
County pioneers (~1830-1930). These are 
my ideas that I believe work best with 
most of my students.  With the ebb and 
flow of teaching, please adapt, improve, 
cut, extend, and modify this unit to best 
encourage your particular group of 
learners. 

YOU KNOW YOUR STUDENTS BEST!
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Teacher’s most important task

As teachers, you know that lesson 
plans are 20% preparation and 80% 

presentation. 

Building discovery, creativity, and 
enthusiasm into this learning unit 
will be your most important task!
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Purpose to incorporate CBAs
•A part of regular classroom 
learning/teaching

•A conceptual task, more than the 
textbook; it requires multiple resources 
and classroom discussion

•Looks at the bigger picture of issues 
instead of “just the facts”

Source: CBA Teacher preview power point presentation at OSPI:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/default.aspx

WLMA:
http://www.wlma.org/cbas/
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Main Student Task

• Student will generate five artifacts that 
demonstrate understanding of their research.

• One of the five will be written in nature
• Student will present best of the five to class
• Student will demonstrate “big idea” thinking of 

making connections and finding themes that run 
through history by using creative skills, 
presentation skills and writing skills as they 
learn about a specific pioneer name.
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Assessment
•Five artifacts and class presentation will be 
scored using CBA rubric for student grades.

•Takes the place of a Social Studies “WASL”

•Performance-based

•Process oriented



Washington Library Media 
Association, 2006

Assessment cont.

• Keep the essential question and rubric in the 
forefront

• Keep repeating “what is essential question”.
• Keep repeating “look at rubric to see how it will 

be graded”!
• Keep repeating “do you have all the required 

elements”.
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Assessment cont.

• This lesson is clear what choices students 
have about family name and artifact choice.

• Knowing your student, decide amount of 
flexibility with choices.
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Why specific names of 
pioneers?Enthusiasm rubs off!

I love specific names, real stories of people and how 
they managed to get where they were.

My great grandparents came from Sweden to Clark 
County in the 1800s to Ridgefield to farm.  
Connections in Clark County run deep for me and I 
LOVE this!  I hope my enthusiasm will rub off on 
students.

Use any ‘theme’ that you are already in love to 
expand the learning. I chose real people.
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Samples
•Samples are so important.

•CCHS has a sample of power point about bilikins, 
one about patent medicine and one about mascots 
on their web site.

•Kids will love these and hopefully use these to get 
creative about their own research. 

•Samples also show expectations and often raise 
the bar of level of professionalism and perhaps 
competition.

•You know your learners and if samples might 
inhibit creativity or create ‘cookie cutter’ type 
student projects, do not use them.
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Why should I care ?

•Web search skills
•Primary source research 
skills

•Note taking
•Citing sources
•Sorting, classifying and 
organization information

•Prioritizing information 
•Presentation skills

Students need training in:



Washington Library Media 
Association, 2006

Why should I care ?
It brings all of the pieces together !

Info Literacy 
Skills

Research 
skills

EALRs
WASL
GLEs

Curriculum
Reading, Writing, 

Social Studies, 
Communication

CBA
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What are Social Studies CBA’s?

•OSPI website has all of the CBAs, which 
include:

•CBA directions w/ rubrics

•Sample Graphic Organizers

•Scored sample papers

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/
default.aspx
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What Can I Do About Them ?
Consult the OSPI and WLMA web-sites for more 
resources.

OSPI:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies
/default.aspx

WLMA:

http://www.wlma.org/cbas/
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What are Social Studies CBA’s?
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Clark County Historical Museum

• Thank you to the staff at CCHM

• You have been so creative and worked so hard to make 
these resources available to us and our community (i.e. 
patent medicine, magnifying glass, lunches, cookies, 
parking passes, etc.)

• For me, this seminar made CCHM not so scary and 
intimidating even to a bunch of teachers who LOVE 
learning!


