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 November 6, 2008 
Dear Museum Friends, 
 
We are the stewards of your collective community history. Sixty-four percent of our cash operating budget 
comes from generous donations made by private individuals like you.  Your financial support enables us to 
continue to provide the public with education programs that explore not only where our community has been but 
where it is going in the future.  
 
Our visitors include people with diverse ethnic and economic backgrounds from Clark County, Southwest 
Washington, the Portland metro area, 35 states and 10 countries. Our small-but-mighty staff takes pride in 
providing quality education programs and museum services for our greater community. We also hold in public 
trust an impressive museum collection estimated in 2003 to be valued at $8 million.  Our conservative operating 
budget supports the maintenance of the collection and creates public education programs that stimulate the local 
economy by extending visitor stays.  
 
Year in review: The 2008 museum season has been busy. We were one of just 10 museums selected to host the 
traveling Smithsonian Institution exhibit, Key Ingredients: America by Food. In conjunction with the 
Smithsonian exhibit we hosted a special luncheon to recognize the important roles lunch ladies play in our 
school cafeterias.  Our First Thursday Museum After Hours program provided 10 free lectures ranging in topics 
from agricultural sustainability and women of the Kaiser Shipyards, to 1960s rock ‘n roll and the local music 
scene.  Kitchen Literacy author Anne Vileisis was the keynote speaker at our annual Women’s History Month 
Tea with her timely presentation on the importance of knowing how our food is produced. In June, we also 
hosted the first-ever Washington Museums Association conference in Southwest Washington bringing 161 
professionals to Clark County. We also completed four new exhibits and the third season of our annual 
Architectural Walking Tour program. More than 1,800 people attended our fifth annual, free Harvest Fun Day – 
an increase of 50 percent over the previous year. We also awarded our Richard A. Anderson Memorial History 
Day scholarship to a Clark County educator and student who excelled at the Regional History Day competition. 
 
We achieve all of this with a lean, paid staff, that equals fewer than three full-time-equivalent employees, and 
9,600 volunteer hours. We are grateful for all the in-kind donations and donations of time we receive. However, 
it costs money to maintain and grow a museum collection and provide quality programs for the public. Please 
consider including the museum in your year-end giving.  
 
In 2009:  We will be celebrating the Centennial of the Carnegie Library Building and the 45th Anniversary of 
the museum. We hope you share in our excitement as we bring a broad selection of new programs and services 
to our greater community. Your tax-deductible gift provides us with the funding needed to support the core of 
our public programs. Every donation counts. Below is a donation coupon and enclosed is a return envelope for 
your convenience. Won’t you please help and give what you can?  
 
May your holiday season be filled with peace & joy. Remember you can also give a tax-deductible gift donation 
to the museum for anyone on your holiday list. We will send them a lovely holiday card acknowledging your 
gift in their name. 
 
With Warmest Greetings, 

  
Executive Director 
 
P.S. If you are 70 ½ years young or over, Congress has extended the opportunity for traditional or Roth IRA owners to 
make a donation of your Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) directly to your favorite charity and not pay tax on the 
withdrawal.  The Clark County Historical Society qualifies for this program. Please consult your tax advisor to take full 
advantage of this program.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut Here to Use Donation Coupon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes! I support the Clark County Historical Society/Museum with my gift of: 

�$25    �$50    �$100    �$250    �$500    �$1,000    � $2,500    �$3,000    � $5,000    � Other $_______ 
 

� My employer will match this gift. Please contact: ________________________________________ 
My donation is: � in honor of: � in memory of the following person(s):________________________________ 
Payment information:   

� Check (payable to CCHS) � Visa/MC Card # ________________________ Exp. Date___________ 
Name_________________________________ Address _____________________________________ 
City___________________________ State________ ZIP Code_______________________________ 
Phone______________________ Email_____________________________________ THANK YOU! 
 
CCHS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 


